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The outbreak of Covid-19 pandemic has drastically 
triggered significant changes in the work environment, 
which inevitably have strong repercussions on the 
workspaces. The lockdown forced workers of the tertiary 
industry to rapidly switch to remote working while 
new solutions allowing workers to gradually and safely 
return to work in their offices are being developed 
and adopted. 

The global health emergency has thus put in crisis many 
of the new paradigms which have been recently created 
within the various working environments: open plan, 
high density, shared spaces – concepts which are all 
aiming at supporting interaction and collaboration. 
Instead, firms and companies today are confronted with 
social distancing, new proxemics, low density, telework, 
relocated workspaces, new corporate culture, and so 
forth. How did companies react to this situation? What 
has changed in the workspaces? 
How and to which extent has the good design of work-
spaces affected the well-being of the employees during 
the health emergency?

These are some of the questions that we will try to 
answer through a series of conversations with guests 
from different professional backgrounds and actively 
operating in Switzerland and internationally. 



Mon 21.09.20, 5pm (CEST)

Visions and strategies 
for public administration offices
This conversation aims at investigating the strategies regarding the workspaces broadly 
implemented in Switzerland by the Federal Office for Buildings and Logistics (FOBL) 
and locally in Canton Ticino by the Section for Logistics.

Guests  Giovanni Realini, Head of Logistics Section, Cantone Ticino, Bellinzona 
  Loris Zorzetto, Portfoliomanager, FOBL, Swiss Confederation, Bern

  The talk will be held in Italian

Mon 28.09.20, 5pm (CEST)

The Role of Furniture 
in the Era of Smart Working
The offices created recently have been characterized by furnishings which are very similar to those 
designed for private spaces, in particular for support spaces (informal workspaces, break areas, 
etc.). The health emergency has put these spaces in crisis. This conversation aims at investigating 
the response from furniture manufacturers.

Guests  Thomas Dienes, Group Product Development Director , USM, Münsingen
  Tim Reusch, Head of Interior Design Studio, Vitra, Weil am Rhein

  The talk will be held in English



Mon 05.10.20, 5pm (CEST)

Smart Working and Home 
Working: What Will Be 
the Future of Workspaces?
Smart working and home working: two phenomena that are part of our everyday life. At a global 
level, researchers test the effectiveness and productivity of those who work at a distance. 
A conversation to explore the future of workspaces in offices and homes.

Guests  Michela Bassanelli, Arch. PhD Interior Architecture and Exhibition Design, 
  Politecnico di Milano
      Prof. Sibylla Amstutz, Hochschule Luzern
  Prof. Thierry Pillon, Université Paris 1, Panthéon Sorbonne, Director of Cetcopra

  The talk will be held in English

Mon 12.10.20, 5pm (CEST)

Design and Spatial Strategies 
for Workplaces
This dialogue aims at investigating ways and new practices with which workspaces can be 
re-inhabited in a safe context. The event presents the spatial strategies adopted by DEGW 
in Milan and Studio O+A in San Francisco. Visions and best practices in comparison.

Guests  Alessandro Adamo, Director DEGW, Milan
  Primo Orpilla, Co-founder and principal, Studio O+A, San Francisco

  The talk will be held in English

The conversations will be moderated by Pietro Vitali, 
Head of Studies in Interior Architecture, SUPSI.


